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Session 1 

Ask: Write down what the best thing is that ever happened to you in your life, and don’t share it with 

anyone.  

Ask: What experience have you had in sharing the Gospel? (Just listen and thank those who share). 

Share: You’ve shared a lot of things from praying with people and talking about God. That’s great. As we 

begin talking about the Gospel, we need to begin with what the Bible says the Gospel actually is. Let’s 

take a look at 1 Corinthians 15.1-5. (Have someone read it or read it yourself.) 

“Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you 

received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which 

I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance 

what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was 

buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He 

appeared to Peter, then to the twelve.” 

We see that the Gospel is that Christ (Jesus), the Messiah, died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 

that He was buried and that He was raised bodily from the dead according to the Scriptures. No matter 

what we say or do, if we have not shared this exact message, we have not shared the Gospel. 

Ask: As we spend these next sessions together, what do you want to learn about sharing the Gospel 

with our guests? (Write down what they want to learn.) 

Illustration: (Create your own if you like) In a small restaurant, there were a few people gathered in a 

corner playing guitar and singing. There were about eight people, mostly middle-aged, a mix of gender 

and most of them had a guitar and one had a banjo. A man came in to order take-out for his daughter 

and he sat in the opposite corner of the room waiting for his order and listening to the group. After 

about five minutes, one of the group got up and went to the desk to order something for herself. Then 

she walked over to the man waiting for his order and said, “If you sing or play an instrument, we’d love 

to have you join us. We’re here every Saturday.” He was amazed and touched that someone would 

reach out to him and care and think he could have anything to offer these kindly people. Many 

musicians and singers who gather in groups often “evangelize” those they meet. They know the joy of 

singing or playing and want others to join them. When they meet with friends or meet someone new, 

they naturally wonder in their hearts how this person they are talking to would fit into their music 

group. They say things like, “Hey, you have a nice voice. Do you sing / play music? Would you come with 

me to our group that meets on Tuesday nights? You can just give it a try and see what you think.” 

In the same way, evangelism – sharing this Good News of Jesus – is exactly like that. 

Homework: What is it in the lives of our guests that need the Gospel? 

 



Session 2 

Review: What does the Bible say the Gospel is? (1 Corinthians 15:1-5) 

Ask: What does the Gospel mean? 

Ask: What does the Gospel mean to you? 

Ask: Why do you need the Gospel? What is it in your life that needs what the Gospel offers? 

Ask: If you believe in / trust in the Gospel of Jesus, what difference has it made in your life: in your 

actions, relationships, priorities, time spent, lifestyle, etc. 

Ask: When do you need the Gospel these days? 

Explore Homework: What is it in the lives of our guests that need the Gospel? 

- Some of our team’s responses: They’re alone, don’t understand themselves, how they got here, 

how they’re designed, they have no father, they’re insecure, low self-value, lacking self control, 

need forgiveness, poverty, etc. 

Homework for Next Time: What difference could receiving the Gospel make to our guests? 

 

Session 3 

Review: What is the Gospel? (Bible’s definition) 

Ask: What sins in your life have deserved crucifixion? 

Ask: If you have received the Gospel, what joy do you have in knowing your sins are forgiven? 

Ask: What changes in your character have given you confident hope? 

- We also rejoice in our afflictions, because we know that affliction produces endurance, 

endurance produces proven character, and proven character produces hope. This hope will not 

disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

who was given to us. (Romans 5.3-5)  

- Because God’s love in Christ transforms us by grace through faith by the power of His Spirit at 

work in us, we have hope. 

The work of the Gospel in our lives is God transforming our hearts and minds and lives from lust to love. 

This is explained in 2 Peter 1.1-11 (Read). 

We all know what lust is. What is “love”? (Read 1 Corinthians 13.4-8) 

- We see that love is not a feeling. Love is how we behave. 

Homework: How do you know for sure you are a Christian? 

 

 



Session 4 

Review Homework: How do you know for sure you are a Christian? 

- Is being a Christian a feeling? Is it walking an isle or being baptized or saying the sinner’s prayer? 

o Your answer will direct how you call others to become Christians / how you evangelize. 

- Consider what we read last time in 2 Peter 1 

o “For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they will keep you from being 

useless or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. The person who lacks 

these things is blind and shortsighted and has forgotten the cleansing from his past sins. 

Therefore, brothers, make every effort to confirm your calling and election, because if 

you do these things you will never stumble. For in this way, entry into the eternal 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be richly supplied to you.” 

- Obeying Jesus’ commands is essential to knowing we are His: 

o Jesus said, “He who has My commandments and obeys them is the one who loves Me; 

and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose 

Myself to him ... If anyone loves Me, he will obey My word. My Father will love him, and 

We will come to him and make Our home with him. The one who doesn’t love Me will 

not obey My words. The word that you hear is not Mine but is from the Father who sent 

Me.” (John 14.21, 23-24) 

o Jesus said, “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may 

be compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. And the rain fell, and the 

floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not fall, 

for it had been founded on the rock. Everyone who hears these words of Mine and does 

not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. The rain fell, 

and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and it fell—

and great was its fall.” (Matthew 7.24-27) 

Now that hearts are sufficiently stirred up, share the following: 

Here are three things that are essential to evangelism / sharing the Gospel: 

1. Our guests need to know that they are part of a bigger picture and they are not alone. 

a. The Gospel begins with, “Christ” (Jesus, the Messiah, the Promised One).  

i. This takes us all the way back to Genesis where, in the face of humanity’s utter 

failure and sin and ruin and guilt and shame, God promised that One would 

come from the woman who would destroy evil and be wounded in the process.  

ii. The primary relationships (between us & ourselves, us & others and us & God) 

were broken and God promised to bring healing. 

iii. The phenomenal reality is that God didn’t just “send” His Son, but God was IN 

CHRIST, reconciling the world to Himself. (2 Corinthians 5.19, John 14.9,11) God 

humbled Himself to enter our pain and suffering and take upon Himself all the 

blame for all the wrongs we’ve ever done – something we need, too. 

b. Our guests need to know that God, their Creator and Author, has promised good and 

healing and deliverance for all who turn to Him. 

 

 



2. Our guests need forgiveness: “died for our sins according to the Scripture. He was buried ...” 

a. We must embrace our guests with Grace and Truth with all humility. We are not here as 

great people sharing with poor people. We serve as unworthy recipients of undeserved 

favor from Almighty God – bought with the precious blood of Jesus. We need 

forgiveness just like them. 

b. We begin by listening. Proverbs 18.13 says, “The one who gives an answer before he 

listens-- this is foolishness and disgrace for him.” As we listen, we find ways we can 

relate. We are (or have been) just like them in many ways.  

c. We then share how we can relate to their situation because of how we have been in 

similar circumstances / situations.  

d. We share how we realized we needed (still need) forgiveness and how we received that 

forgiveness from God Himself. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 1John 1.9 

 

3. Our guests need hope for the future: “... rose again from the dead according to the Scriptures.  

a. We continue (after you’ve built trust) and share not only how you can relate, but how 

you found hope and help and true life-change in God through Jesus and explain what 

that looks like. 

b. Here you can share how you learned that “The wages of sin is death (what you earned) 

but the free gift of God is eternal life (a new quality and direction of life) in Jesus Christ 

our Lord.” (Romans 6.23) Here you share how you repented, trusted in and turned to 

the most beautiful love story you’ve ever heard and began this journey from lust to love 

by the transforming work of His Spirit in you. 

i. Be careful not to separate truth from life. You cannot invite people to accept a 

truth without inviting them to join you in this new life (new family, new friends, 

new resources, new community – like the lady who invited the man to join them 

in singing). You must invite them (or have them invited by partnering with local 

churches) to be part of your community and your community must embrace 

them or you have no Good News. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a life-changing 

invitation to “come and join us”. 

c. You begin this journey of faithful obedience not simply by prayer (as essential as prayer 

is) but by surrendering to Jesus completely, displaying that surrender in baptism.  

d. It sounds too good to be true. Many women and men today have sold themselves to 

promises that never materialized. Isn’t it good to know that God agrees that there are 

“none who do good, all are corrupt”? This God has displayed His love for us on that tree 

once and for all so that no matter what circumstances we face in this life, we know He 

loves us by His sacrifice on that tree in our place. And we know there is hope because of 

the power He offers everyone who trusts in and pursues Him who pursues them by that 

same power that rose Jesus from the dead. That same power can rise anyone up from 

the death of lust to the life of love. 

i. This is seen in Jesus’ appearance to Peter (as it says after the Gospel, “He 

appeared to Peter, then to the twelve ...”). For Peter had denied Jesus. Jesus 

had declared earlier, “Whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before 



my Father who is in heaven.” But in His phenomenal grace, Jesus accepts Peter, 

as broken as he was. 

1. After the resurrection, Jesus appears to the disciples by the lake (John 

21) and He says to Peter, “Do you love me with the perfect love of God 

(agape love) more than these others?” And Peter replies, “Yes, Lord; 

You know that I love You (with a lesser, broken, brotherly - phileo 

love).” Jesus said to him, “Tend My lambs.” Jesus asked him again “[I 

don’t think you understand My question], Do you love Me with the 

perfect love of God (agape love)?” Peter replied, “Yes, Lord; You know 

that I love You (with a lesser, broken, brotherly - phileo love).” Jesus 

said to him, “Shepherd My sheep.” And then, the third time Jesus asks, 

“Do you [really, even] love Me (with a lesser, broken, brotherly - phileo 

love)?” Peter replied, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love 

You (with a lesser, broken, brotherly - phileo love).” Jesus said to him, 

“Tend My sheep.”  

2. Even though there is the calling to love as God loves, there is 

forgiveness and acceptance by Jesus to offer the little love we have, 

knowing that He will transform us to learn to love like He loves. 

Often, a meeting with a guest doesn’t present an opportunity to share the Gospel. Therefore, I like to 

pray (with those who I have received permission) the Gospel with them *within the context of a wider 

prayer. It goes something like this:  

Loving Father God, thank You that You humbled Yourself and entered into our broken world in 

the Person of Jesus. Thank You for taking all our sin and shame and guilt upon Yourself on that 

tree, declaring Your love for us once and for all so that no matter what circumstances we face in 

this life, we know You love us. And we thank You that You didn’t just die in our place, but You 

rose bodily from the dead so that no matter how much we struggle in this life, we know that if 

we trust and follow You, there is life with You forever and that you will even transform our lives 

here and now by Your Spirit that rose Jesus from the dead. 


